






The officers of the Miguel Hernandez Jr. Memorial Chapter, Inc.
is pleased to welcome everyone to the 2021 Mid-Year Conference

of the American GI Forum of the United States.
Thank you for your support and participation.
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American GI Forum National Officers

National Commander Lawrence Romo llromo@sbcglobal.net
National V-Commander Russell Lopez agiftreasurerco@gmail.com
National Secretary Greg Nichols gnichols@gmail.com
National Treasurer (appointed) Luis A.Vazques-Contes agifstcmdrluis@aol.com
National Sgt-at-Arms Mario Perales mper747@mail.midland.edu
National Chairwoman Dora Gonzales dmarezgonzales@gmail.com
National V-Chairwomen Leona Flores lnfloresconsulting@gmail.com
National Women Secretary Rebecca Lugo rmunozmlugo@aol.com
National Women Treasurer Laura Flores llfloreso50710@gmail.com
National Youth Chair Isabel Conway

CALIFORNIA: Mario Sanchez  mariosanchezmas@sbcglobal.net

COLORADO: Russell Lopez  agiftreasurerco@gmail.com
Jerry Duran , Alt.               duranplaza@aol.com
Jose P. Martinez  josep.jose@gmail.com
Legal Advisor
Sandy Lopez                   angelo46lopez@gmail.com
Ruth Sanchez, Alt.  rs2612@msn.com

KANSAS Jose Olivas  barbarao@pld.com
Irene Velasquez              irenev@pld.com

ILLINOIS Miguel Camacho             miguelcamacho@comcast.net

MICHIGAN Sarah Chavarria              sarita1225@gmail.com

Rebecca Lugo                 munozmlugo@aol.com

NEBRASKA Jim Galvan                       whitefishbound@cox.net

Deb Galvan                      cherokee-angel@cox.net

TEXAS Ceasar Ruiz                    ritoc75@yahoo.com

Sylvia Garza                   sngarza38@gmail.com

WASHINGTON DC Ernesto Hernandez            ernesto.hernandez@woundedpawproject.org

WISCONSIN Charles Cook                   gonzo_1global.net

National Parliamentarian Frank Archuleta               ndame9@yahoo.com

National Legal Advisor Esau Herrera                   esaulawyer@gmail.com







Let your High School Seniors know about the
Army Reserve Minuteman Scholarship. It
covers covers full tuition and fees at any
college or university served by an Army
Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC)

program, or can be used toward room and
board, capped at $10,000 per year.

The American GI Forum Point of Contact:

FRANK J. ARCHULETA
LTC, MS (Retired) U.S. Army

Texas Army Reserve Ambassador
Email: ndame9@yahoo.com LEONA FLORES

National Vice Chairwoman
for the AGIF-US

Milton I. Fagin, PLLC
Attorney at Law

210.736.4423



National Commander Romo
with Former

National Commander
Luis Vasques Contes

and
Former National Womens Chair

Patsy Vasques Contes

Dolores Huerta with National Commander Romo



Congratulations from Your Friends in California

AMERICAN GI FORUM, DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
Going Strong



Edgewood District Veterans, Inc.
SERVING THE EDGEWOOD COMMUNITY

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

ANNOUNCING OUR
12th Annual Scholarship Golf Classic

In Memory and Honor of Blas Alvarado
LOCATION: Golf Club of Texas      13600 Briggs Ranch  San Antonio, TX 78245

MAY 21, 2021 PRIZES
Registration: 7:00am
Tee Time: 8:30am

Register by May 14th

*Hole -in-One        2021Kia
*First Place $400   *Second Place $200   *Third Place $100

*Closest -to-the-Pin      *Longest Drive      *Raffle
*Door Prizes   (For Players Only)

*Mulligans (3 for $10)      *Monster Drive ($20/all team)ENTRY FEES:
$100 per player    $400 per team

Fees include cart fees, range balls
Breakfast Tacos & Lunch

HOLE SPONSORSHIPS:
Available from $250 per hole

Registration Information
Mail Registration Form and Payments

Edgewood District Veterans Golf Committee
P.O. Box 37494

San Antonio, TX 78237

Cash      Checks      Visa      MasterCard      American Express

Contact Roberto Valle (210) 683-4771   rvalle16@sbcglobal.net
Memorial Signs available. Contact Charles Zambrano (210) 717-8410

for price information.









At the 2010 
State Conference 
in Austin, Texas, 
I asked Ms. Wan-
da Garcia if she 
would share her 
knowledge of the 
early pioneers that 
helped Dr. Garica 
Form this organi-

zation. She complied with the follow-
ing historical article. It is my pleasure 
to share this article for your use.

Our Tejano Legends
We have all heard the expres-

sion, “There are no accidents.” 
The truth is all that we experi-
ence is by plan, and so is what 
we attract to our physical world. 
I have always believed that God 
sends special people to this earth 
to accomplish specific work on 
this earth and the right people 
and circumstances turn up to help 
with the effort.  

My father Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
belonged to this category of spe-
cial people.

Papa’s mission was the liber-
ation of the Mexican American 
people from their oppressive re-
ality. Early on, he knew he had a 
mission to help his people.  

In the 40s and 50s, the quality 
of life was dim for Mexican Amer-
icans. They attended segregated 
schools, rarely completed gram-
mar school, could not hope to get 

a fair trial by jury, and could only 
aspire to hold menial jobs. The 
poll tax kept low-income Hispan-
ics from voting. 

Even Mexican American stu-
dents who spoke English were 
placed in segregated schools. 

This is the world my father was 
born into and these conditions 
provided him with the impetus to 
make the world better not only 
for him but for his people.

My Papa was not the only one 
chosen for this mission.  Among 
the Tejanos were Dr. Hector P. 
Garcia, Dr. Clotilde Garcia, Gus-
tavo Garcia, Dr. George I. San-
chez, Cristobal Aldrete, Ed Idar, 
and James DeAnda. Vicente 
Ximenes who met my father in 
Corpus Christi, Texas returned 
to his home and blazed a path in 
New Mexico by working on deseg-
regation issues. 

Together with Louis and Is-
abella Telles they Started the 
American GI Forum in a Second 

State. These men had special 
skills needed to meet challenges 
in the areas of health, education 
and law. 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia
Dr. Hector worked tirelessly on 

his mission to improve the lot of 
the Mexican American People.  He 
attended segregated schools in 
Mercedes Texas.  Graduated at 
the top of his class at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin and UTMB 
in Galveston.  

He joined the U.S. Army and 
served in 
the Eu-
ropean 
theatre in 
the infan-
try, the 
Corps of 
Engineers, 
and in the 
Medical 
Corps.  Dr. 
Garcia 
earned 
the Bronze 

Star with six battle stars for his 
bravery during the war.  Later af-
ter being honorably discharged he 
returned to Corpus Christi to be-
gin his private medical practice. 

 He became a doctor for the 
Veterans Administration where 
he soon learned about the plight 
of the veteran to obtain benefits.  
He was instrumental in desegre-
gating the Nueces county hospital 
system and the Naval Air Station 
hospital.  

Dr. Garcia organized the Amer-
ican G.I. Forum to help the vet-
erans.  Later, the AGIF became 
involved with desegregating the 
school systems and the obtaining 
equity for Mexican Americans in 
the court system. The American 
G.I. Forum is a national organiza-
tion. 

Dr. Garcia was recognized world 
wide for his work. The lists of 
honors are so numerous, that 
I will not mention them.  The 

American GI Forum: Our Tejano Legends

Dr. Hector P. Garcia, George I. Sanchez and Gustavo Garcia



because she believed in the im-
portance of taking pride in our 
roots and culture.  Dr. Cleo was 
a role model for us.  She held 
traditional beliefs, yet was a trail-
blazer.  Dr. Cleo served on the 
Del Mar Board of regents for 22 
years.  

She served on various state 
commissions.  She was an ac-
complished historian writing 10 
books about the history of north-

eastern 
Mexico 
and South 
Texas.  
In 1990, 
United 
States 
Senator 
Lloyd M. 
Bentsen 
Jr. hon-
ored Dr. 
Cleo as 

“A Rediscoverer of Texas.  Juan 
Carlos I, King of Spain presented 
Dr. Cleo with the order of Isabella 
the Catholica in honor of her work 
and contribution to our Spanish 
American heritage.

In 1990, His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II awarded Dr. Cleo with the 
“Benemerenti” Pontifical Decora-
tion Medal. Being a single mother 
and a pioneer in a field dominat-
ed by males inspires us to climb 
over the barriers.  

In 1984, Dr. Cleo was inducted 

into the first Texas Women’s Hall 
of Fame.  She was recognized for 
her service as a doctor and for 
her concern for the needs of Mex-
ican-American people.  She is a 
pioneer for all women.

Gustavo Garcia
When Attorney Gustavo Garcia 

“Gus” came in my life, he had 
a long and distinguished list of 
accomplishments in the work of 
desegregating schools in Texas 
and other states. He became first 
lieutenant in the United States 
Army, and was stationed in Japan 
with the judge advocate corps.

In 1949, he represented the 
family of Pvt. Felix Longoria. 
From 1951 to 1952, he was the 
legal advisor for the AGIF. In 
1952, Garcia was an attorney in 

Gustavo Garcia in the Courtroom, above and walking Washington D.C., right.

award that meant the most to 
him was the Medal of Freedom 
award given to 
him by President 
Ronald Reagan.  
He told the Presi-
dent, “Now I feel 
that I have tru-
ly arrived as an 
American.”  

Dr. Garcia is a 
model for us all and the embodi-
ment of the American Dream.

Dr. Clotilde P. Garcia
When Dr. Cleo came into my life 

I was a child.  Cleo was pursuing 
higher education and raising her 
son Tony Canales.  She wanted 
to attend Medical School but did 
not know if she could afford it.  
Dr. Hector, her brother inspired 
her and she applied.  Cleo grad-
uated at the top of her class and 
returned to Corpus Christi Texas 
to practice medicine.  During the 
span of her long career she deliv-
ered 10,000 babies.

Cleo actively promoted the 
research, collection and devel-
opment of genealogical data on 
Spanish/Mexican settlers of South 
Texas.  She amassed a huge col-
lection of genealogical books from 
Spain about one thousand vol-
umes she used during research.  
She donated the collection to the 
library at Texas A&M University 



the case of Hernandez v. State of 
Texas. The case eventually went 
before the Supreme Court. 

Gustavo 
argued that 
Hernandez 
was denied 
a fair trial 
because an 
all white jury 
decided the 
trial. Garcia 
presented 
such a bril-
liant case 

that Chief Justice Warren allowed 
him an extra 15 minutes to pres-
ent his arguments.  Gustavo 
Garcia died before his time. A 
brilliant career cut short because 
of personal demons. As I reflect 
on Gus’ life, I wonder whether his 
life might have ended differently 
if he had not dealt with issues de-
grading his people. His memory 
will always haunt me.

Dr. George I. Sanchez
Dr. George I. Sanchez dedicated 

his life to improving the educa-
tional opportunities for Hispanics. 
He questioned school funding, the 
use of standardized tests, segre-

gation based 
on non-profi-
ciency in En-
glish and oth-
er discrimina-
tory practices 
against Span-
ish speaking 
schoolchil-
dren. 

While in 
New Mexico, 
Dr. Sanchez 

challenged the use of standard-
ized tests with Spanish-speak-
ing children and equalization of 
school funding in the school sys-
tem. His success came at a per-
sonal price, though.

 The opposing side used their 
influence to withhold a tenured 
position at the University of New 
Mexico. One door closed and an-
other door opened. In 1940, San-

chez accepted an invitation from 
the University of Texas at Austin 
to teach Latin American Stud-
ies where he remained until his 
death in 1972.

Cristobal Aldrete
Papa always said that Cris sin-

gle handedly desegregated the 
Del Rio ISD.  In fact, Cris had 
a long history of being involved 
in school desegregation cases. 
In 1949, he lodged a complaint 
with the Texas Department of 

Education 
against the 
segregat-
ed Del Rio 
school sys-
tem on be-
half of the 
Alba Club 
founded 
by Cris. 
Ultimately, 
the state 
required 
that public 
schools in 

Texas end segregation based on 
national origin by September of 
1949. Cris was involved in the 
case of Delgado v. Bastrop Inde-
pendent School District.  Aldrete 
was one of five attorneys repre-
senting Hernandez on behalf of 
the AGIF and LULAC in Hernán-
dez v. State of Texas.  Cris soon 
found Dr. Hector. In August 1952, 
he and Dr. Hector P. García, trav-
eled throughout the Southwest 
promoting the organization to 
make the organization national in 
scope. They traveled through four 
states and organized AGIF chap-
ters in 19 cities in two weeks. 
Cris served for many elected offi-
cials throughout his distinguished 
public service career.  

 I became acquainted with Cris 
while he served in the Ameri-
can G.I. Forum (AGIF), as State 
Chairman in 1953.  Later I had 
the honor of working with Cris for 
several years when he worked 
for U.S. Senator Lloyd M Bentsen 
Jr.  We lost touch when he retired 

Ed Idar
I never became close to Ed, 

but remember seeing him at the 
AGIF con-
ventions.  
He served 
as State 
Chairman.  
Later I 
would hear 
his name 
in conver-
sation.  Ed 
was born 
into of a 
family of 
political ac-
tivists.  

Idar’s father, aunt and grandfa-
ther were both newspaper print-
ers before and after the Mexican 
Revolution. In 1938, Idar served 
as a civilian employee and sol-
dier of the U.S. Army, working 
in England, India and China in 
the 1940s. While in China, Idar 
earned both the Bronze Star and 
the Army Commendation Medal, 
and rose to the rank of Techni-
cal Sergeant. He was honorably 
discharged from the service in 
1946.

Idar earned his Bachelor of Arts 
in journalism at The University of 
Texas at Austin in 1949. At UT, 
he was a member of the Alba and 
Laredo clubs, and began to work 
with Hector P. García during the 
founding of the American G.I. Fo-
rum (AGIF). 

Idar served as both chairman 
and executive secretary of the 
AGIF in Texas. There, he and 
others worked towards increas-
ing the Mexican American influ-
ence in the political arena, and 
fought against segregation in the 
schools. Idar graduated from the 
University Of Texas School Of 
Law, and eventually set up his 
own legal practices in McAllen 
and later San Angelo.

In 1970, Idar became an attor-
ney for the Mexican American Le-
gal Defense and Education Fund 
(MALDEF). While with MALDEF, 
he worked on several civil rights 
cases, including Regester v. Bull-



Ed Idar, right receiving one of his many awards.

Dr. Garcia, James DeAnda with Robert Kennedy

er, DeAnda served as legal coun-
cel for the American G.I. Forum.  
Both Papa and DeAnda formed a 
lifelong friendship that lasted un-
til his death in 1996.

DeAnda challenged substandard 
schooling for Mexican American 
children, voting rights, and em-
ployment cases.  He helped to 
establish, the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund.  James DeAnda, served 
as one of the lawyers on the 
Hernandez v. Texas.  This ruling 
was significant because it gave 

ock, a case that brought about 
single-member legislative districts 
in Bexar County. 

In 1974, Idar took the position 
of Assistant Attorney General for 
the State of Texas, and assisted 
in several police brutality cases.  
Idar argued the landmark prison 
rights case in Ruiz v. Estelle on 
the side of the Texas Department 
of Corrections. 

In retirement, Idar stayed in-
volved in various Mexican Amer-
ican interest groups and par-
ticipated in talks and panels on 
education and civil rights. Idar 
died on 11 October 2003, at the 
age of 82.

James DeAnda
“Jimmy”, was what family mem-

bers called him when he would 
come to visit us.  He had this 
standing joke.  He would hold his 
arm at shoulder level and then 
say the he would marry Cecilia 
my sister when she grew that 
high.  His easy manner and jovial 
appearance concealed a razor 
sharp intellect, which made him 
succeed in legal battles. Papa met 
DeAnda while he was working for 
Carlos Cadena writing briefs for 
Hernandez v. State of Texas. Lat-

Mexican Americans status as a 
distinct legal classification enti-
tled to equal protection under the 

Constitu-
tion. Later, 
Mr. DeAnda 
handled a 
series of 
important 
school de-
segrega-
tion cases, 
among them 
Hernandez 
v. Driscoll 
Indepen-

dent School District in 1956. It 
challenged a school system that 
required children from Span-
ish-speaking families to spend 
three years in the first grade 
because of a presumed need to 
learn English. 

In 1979, Mr. DeAnda was ap-
pointed by President Carter to 
the federal bench in the Southern 
District of Texas. He was the na-
tion’s second Mexican American 
federal judge and served for 13 
years, including four as chief 
judge.  DeAnda died in 2006.

The sacrifices and work of all 
these men opened many doors 
for Mexican Americans.  Let us 
never forget them and let us en-
sure that history does not.  As 
Papa used to say, “Que Dios los 
bendiga.” v 



Early in 1948, 34-year-old Dr. 
Hector P. Garcia and over 700 
veterans met at Lamar School 
Auditorium in Corpus Christi 
Texas to address the needs of 
the returning veterans and their 
families. The group voted to form 
a permanent group and elected 
Hector Garcia as its leader.

With purpose and pride, the 
group adopted the name of the 
American GI Forum with the ab-
sence of ethnic identification to 
prove that they were Americans 
and proud of it. GI was the term 
used for the common soldier and 
Forum was the group’s commit-
ment to open public debate.

With a constitution a logo was 
developed, patriotic in nature 
with the colors red, white and 
blue and 13 stars representing 
the original 13 colonies, but the 
13th star appeared in the middle 

area above the organizational 
name symbolizing the star of Da-
vid on top convey the organiza-
tion’s religious conscience. 

Early on they developed a 
commitment of non-violence—a 
concept developed by Mohatma 
Gandhi in India and ahead of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.—ahead of 
its time in 1948. 

Under the leadership of Dr. 
Garcia the Forum began pressur-
ing the VA for benefits that had 
all but been denied to Mexican 
American Veterans.

These gains prompted the 
growth of the Forum as Mexi-
can Americans in other areas 
began to hear of the gains and 
successes of the Corpus Christi 
group and by July of 1948 sim-

President George Bush congratulates
Dr. Hector P. Garcia (above) 
Dr. Garcia in Medical School in 
Galveston (right)

Dr. Hector P. Garcia at a Conference 
(above) A newspaper Anouncement 
of a Meeting in 1948 (right).

American GI Forum: The Legend Continues
ilar groups had been formed in 
eleven towns surrounding Corpus 
Christi. By December of the same 
year, forty Texas Communities 
had an American GI Forum Chap-
ter. 

This movement forward encour-
aged Dr. Garcia and his groups to 
push ahead in seeking to defend 
the rights of Mexican Americans 
in an increasingly larger scale.

Nothing motivated the organi-
zation’s work more than the Felix 
Longoria controversy of early 
1949.

The refusal to wake a soldier 
killed in action during the last 
days of the war by a Three Riv-
ers Funeral Home prompted Dr. 
Garcia and the American GI Fo-
rum to take action and take on 
the issue. With Garcia in control, 
he appealed to the local Funeral 
director with no results, as the 
funeral director held firm.  Dr. 
Garcia not one to stand idly by 
on a matter of such disregard for 
the rights and integrity of veter-
an, pursued the matter with tele-
grams to the Texas Congressional 
Delegation in Washington, among 
them a newly elected Texas Sen-
ator, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

 The result was a hero’s burial 
at Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington D.C.  It also result-
ed in the emergence of a strong 
voice for Mexican-American Vet-
erans and the beginning of many 
battles involving desegregation 
of schools, places of business, 
ending job discrimination and in-
volving more Latinos in areas not 
traditionally  open to them. To 
this end more Mexican American 
everywhere turned to Dr. Garcia 
and the Forum in their pursuit for 
equality. 

I hope this will help with your historica part 
of the Mid-year. This is from the 2010 State 
Conference Program given to all registered 
guests. We plan to do the same for our Nation-
al Conference in San Antonio in August and 
will feature Cristobal Aldrete. Good luck with 
your conference.



.//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
CONGRATULATIONS FROM YOUR FRIENDS IN CALIFORNIA

AMERICAN GI FORUM, DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
GOING STRONG



Let your High School Seniors know about the Army Reserve Minuteman 
Scholarship. It covers covers full tuition and fees at any college or 
university served by an Army Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC) 
program, or can be used toward room and board, capped at $10,000 per 
year.  The American GI Forum Point of Contact: 

   FRANK J. ARCHULETA 
  LTC, MS (Retired) U.S. Army 

  Texas Army Reserve Ambassador 
 Email: ndame9@yahoo.com 



USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5) Commissioning – Commissioning Information for USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5)

Broadway Pier, San Diego, California

SUPPORT THE COMMISSIONING

Commissioning May 8, 2021

USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5) Commissioning
Commissioning Information for USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5)

http://miguelkeith.org/support-the-commissioning-week-events/
http://miguelkeith.org/support-the-commissioning-week-events/
http://miguelkeith.org/about-miguel-keith/
http://miguelkeith.org/about-the-future-uss-miguel-keith/
http://miguelkeith.org/about/
http://miguelkeith.org/


USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5) Commissioning – Commissioning Information for USS MIGUEL KEITH (ESB 5)

As a Lance 
Corporal in the 
United States 
Marine Corps, 
operating with the 
Third Marine 
Amphibious Force 
in Vietnam, a 
severly wounded 
LCPL Keith was 
mortally wounded 
when he braved 
concentrated 
hosile fre to  
charge an 
esimated twenty-
fve enemy soldiers  
who were massing 
to attack.   His 
actions contributed 
to the success of 
his platoon in 
routing a 
numerically 
superior enemy 
force.

The future USS
Miguel Keith is the
third ship of the
Lewis B. Puller
class of
Expeditionary
Staging Bases.
 Miguel Keith was
originally operated
by the Military
Sealift Command
and is being
commissioned to
allow the U.S. Navy
greater operational
fexibility .

Learn More

In May 2021, at 
Broadway Pier in 
downtown San 
Diego, California 
the Commissioning 
Ceremony and 
events surrounding 
it will 
commemorate the 
legacy of Miguel 
Keith and welcome 
the ship that bears 
his name into the 
active feet of the  
United States 
Navy.

Learn More

http://miguelkeith.org/about-the-future-uss-miguel-keith/
http://miguelkeith.org/about/




National Commander Romo with Former
National Commander Luis Vasques Contes

and
Former National Womens Chair Patsy

Vasques Contes

Dolores Huerta with National Commander Romo









This year on July 26, 2021 marks 25 years. Larry Romo, National Commmander of the American GI Forum
states it is time to ask Congress for a Holiday of the passing of Dr. Hector Garcia to be on April 20, 2021



Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta











Dr. Hector Garcia - American GI Forum with President Lyndon B. Johnson











AGIF Detroit Youth Help Decorate
and participate

in Detroit Cinco de Mayo parade

Lil Miss Mexico pageant
AGIF

Detroit youth activity  neighborhood
Latino Culture

AGIF Detroit Youth March
in Remembrance of Nine Eleven

AGIF
Detroit Youth Car Wash Fundraisers



GI Forum Women working the Cinco de Mayo in Denver for Scholarships to our Latino Students
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Former AGIF commanders with Cid Wilson from HACR
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